- Record of Discussion of tie Thailand-Myanmar Meeting -
on Employment of -My&ﬁmar Workers in Thajland

25-27 July 2007, Nay Pyi Taw

1. . The Thailand-Myanmar Meeting on Employment of
Myanmar Workers in Thailind was held in Nay Pyi Taw,
Myanmar from 25-27 July 2007. The Thai delegation was led by
His Excellency Mr. Poksak Nilubol, Advisor to the Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand. The Myanmar Delegation
was led by His Excellency U Than Tun, Director-General of
Conéﬁiér & Legal Affairs Depaftrﬁent, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Union of Myanmar. The name-list of the Thai and
Myanmar delegation appear as Annex I and Annex II,

respectively..

2. The Thai Delegation paid courtesy calls on His Excellency
U Thaung, Minister for Labour of the Union of Myanmar arid
Fis Excellency U Maung Myint, Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Union of Myanmar on 26 July and 25 July, 2007 |

respectively.

3. At the Opening Ceremony, His Excellency U Maung Myint,
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs delivered  the welcoming
remarks. In his welcoming remarks, His Excellency U Maung

Myint extended his warm welcome to His Excellency Mr. Poksak

Nilubol and members of the Thaj delegation and expressed his =

pleasure of having ‘a chance to reciprocate the hospitality of the
Thai side. He expressed his belief that the Meeting would have

fruithul results reflecting the iriendship between the two countries



~ -~

-~ -~ .

anc expressed Lis hope that the discussion would be based -on .

what had been agreed upon previously between the two sides.
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4. Aﬁer the welcoming .remlarks of His Excellencj_ U Maung
Myint, His Excellency Mr. Poksak Nilubol, leader of the .Th'ai
Délegation, expressed his sincere appreciation to the Myamﬁar
authorities for .the warm welcome and generous hospitality
extended to the Thaj Delegation since they arrived in Myanmar.
He reiterated the strong willingness of the Thai side to cooperate
with'the Myanmar side to find a mutually agreeable éolution to
solve the Myanmar workers problem. He also exXpressed

appreciation for the active Cooperation and continued support of

the Myanmar side.

3. In his opening remarks at the méeting, His Excellency
U_Than Tun, leader of the Myanmar Delegation, extended hig
warm welcome to the Thai Delegation and reiterated Myanmar’s
pdsition that the discussions would be based on agreements
reached at previous meetings. He also expressed the Myanmar
side’s willingness to hold the discussions in ar opeﬁ and frank

‘manner reflecting the friendship between the two countries.

The Verification of Nationality

6.  During the discussions, the Myanmar side reiterated the
agreements reached at the previous meetings and informed the-
Meeting of relevant tagks undertaken after the last meeting of
28 August 2006, including the . opening of three processing

centers at Tachileik, Myawaddy and Kawthaung as agreed upon
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during the- said Meeting, The Myanmar side informed that
temporary passports were lssued to 3,160 Myanmar natxonals
whose uannahty was verified and approved. The Myanmar_ side
“urged the Thai side to issue stay permit and appmprlate v1éa to- -
Myanmiar Workers holding temporary paSSports in order to obtain

legdl status in Thailand,

7. The Thai side informed the Meetmg that, after trying to
conform to the agreement reached during the prev1ous Meeting,
the Thai- su:le was encountered with the amendment of existing
rules and orders Whlch were comphcated and time- consummg
Therefore, the relevant undertaking could not proceed as

smoothly and speedily as anticipated.

8.  In addition, taking into account the nationality verification
process of the workers from Laos and Cambodia which was done
1nb1de Thailand, the Thai side stated that it is now the policy . of
the Royal Thai Government that it would be more appropriate if
Thailand could apply the same approach to all neighbouring
countries. Therefore, the Thai side proposed the Myanmar side to
reconmder opening processing centres inside Thailand with the

task to verify the natlonahty of Myanmar illegal workers in
Thailand.

9. The Thai side also proposed that the processing centre
could be set up on Thai territory near Thailand- -Myanmar border,
The Thai side suggested to Myanmar side to consider appropriate
locations near border checkpoints at Mae Sod, Mae Sai, and

Ranong, since Myanmar side has previously set up the
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processing g centres o \’”‘v anmer side of the border near to these

0. The Myanmar %-id" ucﬂxa‘red that ]bSUfi‘b relating to 10L8.t1011 ‘
of pr ocessmg centres had bPen thoroughly discussed and agreed
b‘,tweem the two sides, and agreement has been. 1mplemen‘ted bV

the Myanma_r authorities concerned

1i. The Myanmar side informed the Meeting that it has s pem a
large sum of budget and mobilized its human resources to open
the proccssmg centers in Tachileik, Myawaddy and Kawthaung, =
and had issued temporary passports and worker 1denuf1cat10n
cards of high quality. In this connection, the Myanmar side
recalled the previous agreements and reiterated the Myanmar
side’s pOSlthl’l to maintain the processmg centers in Myanmar

terlltory, as agreed by both sides i in August 2006.

12. The Myanmar side also informed that processmg centers n
Tachileik, Myawaddy and Kawthaung were estabhshed in
November 2006 and had received 10 ,007 request forms for
national verification from the Thai side through diplomatic ,
channels. The verification of 10,007 applications was completed
within 3 days. Until February 2007, 3,160 temporary passports
and worker identification cards were issued to those Myanmar
workers x}vho have been verified by the Myanmar side at
Kawthaung. The Myanmar side has learnt that the Thai side has

not yet issued a visa to those teniporary passport holders.



Cl30 0 In thise connc—:;c_t_ion, fiee w’Jar ey side suggested Laar in
arder to facilitate ﬂle---rproce':o of issuing approprqufj visas for the
3,160 -Myanmar ’Lemporaly passport holders, the M}anmar- side
would send “a- listof . those who already received temporary -
rassports to the T*lal side. Myanmar side also suggested ‘Lha‘r_
contact 1:>ersons on both sides should be identified and that the

Thai side c;flould put in place a mechanism to facilitate tha

Drocess.

14. ‘The Thai side informed the Myanmar side £hat 3,160
workers were not issued visas due to the fact that the existing
rales of Thailand can be applied only when the natlonahty
Vfﬁrzﬁca‘rlon process is done inside Thailand. Furthermore the
- Thai side informed that there exists a change in polzcy from the
Thai side regardmg verification process. The Thai side requested
the Myanmar side to reconmder opening processing centres

inside T halland

The Recruitment of new Myanmar Workers

15. The Thai side suggested that the matter of sending newly
recruited Myanmar workers be discussed to get progress, and put
forward the idea that 3,160 workers would be considered as a

portion of 10,000 workers to be sent as a pllot project.

16. Regarding the proposal to send 10,000 newly - recruited
Myanmar workers to Thailand through the agreed centres, the-
Myanmar side.e.xpressed its view that the purpose of this pilot

project was to encourage illegal Myanmar workers in Thailand to
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"

_;_.L:‘c'ifg;;s‘l'r:e.q.f_;;‘i:-:npl'mnem: the proposal of sending 10900 newly
reerizited workers uniess the legalization of WOrkéf}s: pré&,ic#di_‘ly |
: ‘\ar(j"rk'in,g‘: iiz; Thailand was firge 'solved:rlt-further' “said that the -
nature of legalization of illegal workers and sending of newly-
recnlited Iﬁ.ﬁyanmar"workerss will be different from cach other.
Therefore, Myanmar side expressed itsrview'that it is necessary -

for both sides to find a uatually acceptable solution.

Conclusion

18. Both sides adopted and signed the Record of Discussion of

the Meeting on E_mployment of Myanmar Workerg in Thailand.

A fuil.

H.E. Mr. Poksak Nilubol

Advisor to the 7 | Director-General o
Deputy Minister Consular & Legal Affairs Department
Ministry of Forejgn Affairs Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Leader of the Thai Delegation Leader of the Mylemm_ar _Deleg.ation_

Done at Nay Pyi Taw
27 July 2007
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IJst of Thai Ofﬁcmls cm"ehdrng thie Thai- Myanmar Blateral M eetm gon
' M Myanmar workers

H.E. Mr. Poksak Nilubal - - Delegation Leader o
- Advisor to the Deputy Minister of ' - :
Foreign A’ffalrs

H.E. Mr. Bansarn Bunnag ' "~ member
Ambassador of Thailand to the Union of '
Myanmar

M.E. Mr. Thapabutr Jamasevi member

Sacretary of the Minister of Labour
Ministry of Labour

“Mr. Pairat Lumyon g member
Deputy Director-Genercat, Department of
Employment, Ministry of Labour

Mr. Thanich Numnoi - member
Director, Migration Recruitment, Management

Division, Department of Employment

Ministry of Labour

Mr. Kallayang Vipattipumiprates member
Director, Division I, Department of East Asian '
Affairs, Ministry of F oreign Affairs

Pol. Col Wilawan Pitavaranont member
Superintendent, General Staff Division
mmigration Bureau, Royal Thai Police

Mrs. Piengpahp Withyachumnarnka - member
Senior Foreign Relations Officer, Planning and

mformation Division, Department of Employment

Ministry of Labour



10.

11,

12.

Miss Kanjana Hunchaisri
Senior Labour Technical Officer

- Office of Migration Recruitment, M anagement

Division, Department of Employment
Ministry of Labouyr

Miss Jirusaya Biranandea .
First Secretary, Division 11, Department of Eqst Asian

Affairs, Ministry of Forei gn Affairs

Mrs Sclinee Phonprapai
First Secretary
Royal Thai Embassy, Yangon

Miss Sareeya Hinthong

Third Secretary

Division II, Department of East Asian Affairs:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

member

member
member

member
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List of Myanmar_@fﬁciqis_ Gftending the Thai- Mycmmar BIIC('EerCLl Meetm gon

Myanmar workers
L= Workers

H.E U Than Tun Dele gation Ledder -
Director-General

Consular and Legal Affairs Department:
Ministry of F Ot’élgh Affajrs

Pol. Brig. Gen. Myint Thein : ' member
Mead of Special Branch

Special Branch

Ministry of Home Affairs ,

U Chit Shein o memhber
Director-General
Ministry of Labour

Pol. Lt. Cal. Tin Maung Shin member
Special Branch '
Ministry of Home Affairs

U Htay Hlaing ' member
Director '

Ministry of Immigration and Populadtion

U Soe Lynn Han member
Deputy Director

Political Department

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Daw Khin Thandar ' ' member
Deputy Director

Consular and Legal Affairs Departmen‘r

Ministry of Foreign Affairs



U Soe Myint , S , member .
Head of Branch i , .
Consularand Le gal Affairs Department.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

U Myint Thein Win - member
Head of Branch | '

Consular and Legal Affairs Department
Ministry of Foreign Affairs :





